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Address of the Freeholders of the County of 
Middlesex. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY. 

" We, your Majesty's loyal subjects, the 
Freeholdersof the Coi'nty of Middlesex, 
feeling in common with the rest of our 
countrymen, deep regret and indignation 
at the late events in Portugal, which have 
disappointed our most sanguine hopes and 
our best-founded expectations, pray your 
Majesty to take into your consideration 
this our most loyal statement aud peti- 
tion. 

We prejudge the case of no man : but 
we feel under such circumstances of na- 
tional disappointment, that to demand a 
♦strict, a rigorous, aud impartial inquiry 
into all its causes is not only an immuta- 
ble prii>ciple of justice, but has been the 
invai iable practice of our ancestors. 

Without such an inquiry, the guilty 
eannot be fairly brought to punishment, 
nor can the 1 characters of the innocent who 
may be suspected h* effectually vindicat- 
ed and restored. 

When we reflect that our armies and 
our fleets are composed of men of the 
same description, and drawn from the 
game sources, that our engagements at 
sea always shed new lustre on the navv, 
and always add to the national security, 
wh'le our victories on land are generally 
unavailing, and. often, lead to disgrace, we 
cannot persuade ourselves that the whole 
blame in the late transactions is attribu- 
table to our commanders. 

We suspect that it may be 3wing either 
to some radical defect in our military sys- 
tem, 01 to the incapacity or misconduct 
of those by whose counsels the efforts uf 
your Majesty's land forces are directed, 
and to whose judgment and discretion tile 
management of the army is entrusted: 
that such defect, incapacity, or miscon- 
duct!, cannot: be remedied by a court-mar- 
tial, or by any military court of inquiry. 
We' therefore pray your Majesty, not 
only to order courts martial to be held on 
Uio conduct of all the Officers who a<*. 
vised or signed' either the armistice ov 
convention in Portugal, but to recommend 
to Che parliament, to institute such a pub- 
lic investigation into all the causes and 
aircumstaneer of these transactions; as 
may. fond tut the adoption of such mea- 
sure? and'sfdatsry retomis, as in»y secure 
the pHuishmeut of the guilty; however 
high their station, and prevent the recur- 
rence- af similar calamities. 

Aud-we assure your Majesty, ttoat who- 
-tfier ^d*iseu.y<*i.C* reUuke £!ie L«rd Ma}-'- 



or and corporation of the cirynf London, 
for their late loyal Petition, acted in de- 
fiance of the principles which seated yoor 
Majesty on the throne, and in contempt 
and violation of the undoubted rights Hud 
liberties of your people, asserted at all 
times by our ancestors, and finally 
secured to us at the revolution by the 
bill of rights." 

ANSWER Of T«« SECOTTAKY Of STATE. 

rTlatehaU, Xos. I*, 1808: 

GENTLEMEN, 

" I have laid before his Majesty the pe- 
tition which I received from yon, as She- 
riffs of London and Middlesex, from ««• 
meeting of the Freeholders of the comity 
of Middlesex, held at Hacbiey, on ttoe- 
"Jth of this month. 

I am, gentlemen, &c. 

H-AWKBSffOlty.'* 

To the Sheriff* of London and MidiHesex. 

ADM1RAI.TY-ORFICE, NOV. 19. 

Transmitted by Admiral I'uimg, Cummamkr 
in Chief at Plymouth. 

jivwthyst,Haowaze, tfo-j. 15. 

MY LORD, 

" 1 have the most sincere pleasure in., 
acquainting yon, that his Majesty's ship, 
the Amethyst, under my command, cap- 
tured on the 10th inst. at night, the 
French frigite La Thetis, of 44 guns 
and a crew of 330 men, who had served 
years together, and 106 soldiers now 
L'Orieut for Martinique. Being close to 
the N. W. point of Groa» she was seen 
a quarter before seven, p. m. and immedi- 
ately chased ; and a close action, began 
before 10 o'clock, whicli continued with 
little mterniisfcion till 20 minutes after 
midnight. Having fallen on board for a 
short time after 10, and from a quarter 
past II, when she intentionally laid us on 
board, till she surrendered (about an hour) 
she lay fast along side, the fluke of our 
best bower anchor having entered her 
fure«ia»t main-deck port, and she was 
atter great slaughter, boarded' and taken 
possession of, and some prisoners received 1 
from her, before we disengaged the ships 
Shortly after, a ship of war was seen 
closing- fast under a press of sail, whicli 
proved to be the Triumph, which imme- 
diately gave us Hie most effectual assis- 
tance Hurt theanxious and teelingnrind of 

such anofflcer as Sir Thomas Hardy could 
suggest. At half past one, the Shannon 
joiued, receivwrprisontrs from, atidtook 
La Thetis in tow. .she is wholly dis- 
masted, dreadfully shattered, an"d had 
«.rc commander- (iPirmvn, Capitaint de 



